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Building a Bigger We...

by Tom Kohler, Coordinator

Well, it's been an interesting several months in America. We have seen a
presidential election that has many people's heads spinning. No matter
where you place yourself on the political spectrum, I think it's safe to
say that the times they are a changing. And, that's not going to stop.
Change is with us.

With that said, we will stand by the mission of citizen advocacy -
bringing people who would not ordinarily meet into respectful and
helpful personal relationships with one another - to be something that
people from many walks and wheels of life can embrace.

Here's one very recent example of bringing people from different walks
and wheels of life together around a common good. Chatham Savannah
Citizen Advocacy Board member Billy Robinson invited a good friend of
his, Mike Carbo, to learn more about citizen advocacy. Both of these guys
are Benedictine boys, and each owns a business here in Savannah.

We met, shared some ideas about citizen advocacy and about Savannah,
and at Mike's invitation I called him back a couple of months later to
invite him to consider becoming an advocate. He was agreeable, as was
the gentleman who was looking for someone to help him with some
personal and financial matters that being blind make hard to do.

Now here, for me, is the fun part. After a couple of months, I met with
Mike to hear how it was going. All good, it turns out. And then he says,
"Well, 1 just tell people that a fuzzy faced Jewish guy introduced an Irish
Catholic guy to an African American Muslim guy and that we are all
better for it.”

Let's keep building a bigger "we” here in Savannah.
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Our mission remains focused

on finding people who are at the margins of our community due to
how we historically and currently think about people who have dis-
abilities. We go into personal care homes, group homes, the streets,
nursing homes, and the trailers behind schools to see how people are
living. We ask people to take a chance. To take a chance on the idea
that another member of our community will step forward and create
a relationship that will be the foundation for change.

Then we look for local citizens to step up and into people’s lives as
citizen advocates and we support them to question, challenge, and
change what they see. We encourage citizen advocates to involve their
family and friends and to use the contacts and connections they have
throughout our community to create change. Please take some time
to read the three short citizen advocacy stories in this edition of The
Citizen Advocate. We have hundreds of stories about citizens finding
ways to help fellow citizens.

If you know people who would be attracted to our mission and to the
stories it creates, please share these stories and this newsletter.

We want to thank everyone who gives moral and financial support to
citizen advocacy and we hope we will earn your support this year.

Tom, George and Ashley
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I do not think of political power as an end. Neither do I think of
economic power as an end. They are ingredients in the objective
that we seek in life. And I think that end or that objective is a
truly brotherly society, the creation of the beloved community.

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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A Snapshot of
Our Work this Year

STAFF BOARD MEMBERS

NEW CITIZEN ADVOCATES
ARE ORIENTED, MATCHED
AND SUPPORTED TO
BEGIN THEIR ADVOCACY
JOURNEYS.

CONTINUING CITIZEN
ADVOCATES ARE PROVIDED
STRATEGIC, INFORMATIONAL
AND MORAL SUPPORT.

GRASSROOTS DONORS

BUDGET.




Please consider supporting citizen
advocacy action in Savannah!

We continue to bring local citizens into many kinds of voluntary personal relationships with people who are
excluded from ordinary community life because of disability. Ask yourself, "Are these the kinds of efforts I want
to encourage from citizens in Savannah?” If so, we welcome your membership and financial support!

If you have not renewed your support for this year or you would like to make a first time donation, please
consider doing so by using the enclosed envelope or donate securely online at www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org.

Thanks to our financial
supporters — Donations July 1,
2016 — November 30, 2016

Generous Anonymous Donations

The Hugh and Charlene Armstrong
Family Fund

The Beehive Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Barrett

Gus H. Bell IlI

Brett Bell

Joseph and Carolyn Bell

Sally Blaine

Counter Fitters LLC

Harry W. Brown, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Burke

Byck Rothschild Foundation

The Byck Foundation

Don Callahan Real Estate Group

Sam and Robyn Carroll

Mrs. Frank Cheatham

Christ Church Episcopal

Barbara and Don Cogdell

Collins Construction

Colonial Oil Foundation

Anthony M. Costrini MD in memory
of Sherry Erskine

The Critz Family Fund

Daniel Crook

Distribution Services
International, Inc.

Steve and Carter Eagle

John and Leigh Ebberwein

Joseph and Hope Ebberwein

Empire Logitics

Queensborough National Bank

Sharon and Bill Eswine

Pat Farrell

Patrick J. Fogarty

Neel Foster and Don Stuber in
memory of Sherry Erskine

FPC of Savannah Executive
Recruiting Partners

Freightliner of Savannah

Marc Friday

Georgia Advocacy Office

Georgia Ports Authority

James Heidt

Mr. and Mrs. Wade Herring |l

Mr. and Mrs. Preston Hodges Jr.

Toby Hollenberg

Charles Hopkins

Eric Howell

Anne & Sigmund Hudson

Donald Hune

Laura Hyatt

Isle of Hope United Methodist
Church

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Izlar

Martin L. Karp

Clare L Kellar in memory of
Billy Glisson

William Knight

Don and Kaye Kole in memory of
Sherry Erskine

Jeff and LeeAnn Kole in memory of
Sherry Erskine

Robert Kutchey

Sara M. Laidlaw

Richard Lane

The Levy Family Foundation

The J.C. Lewis Foundation

B.J. and Julie Lowenthal

Brian and Amy Markowitz

Joseph Gannam and Melanie Marks

Quentin L. Marlin

Mr. and Mrs. E. Gay Mayfield

Jamie and Kendall McCurry

Colin McRae

Robert Mingledorff

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Minis

William Monroe

Richard G. Mopper

Mindy and Hossein Motlagh

Mr. and Mrs. John Neely

Wilbur D. Owens llI

The Chatham Foundation

Corbin Parker

Chris Phillips

Paul Pressly

Michelle and Alex Raskin

J. Sierra Wilkinson Reyes and Mr.
Rudy Reyes

Kim Traub Ribbens

Leigh Rich

Ken and Deanne Rimes

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Robinson

Savannah Pilots Association

Georgia Power Company

The Sentient Bean

Mary Siceloff

Leon & Nancy Slotin

Steven R. Smith

Solomons Fund of the Savannah
Community Foundation

Mary Ellen and Larry Sprague

Will and Betsy Strong

John D. Sullivan

Sheldon and Zelda Tenenbaum

Mr. and Mrs. William Tumlin 1|

Timothy H. Ward

Don and Cindy Waters Foundation

O.C. Welch Ford-Lincoln-Mercury

The Revs. Helen and Michael White

Linda and Rich Wittish

Mickey and Annette Youmans

Arnold C. Young



Question, Challenge, Change...

Stories from citizen advocacy relationships

Geoff Tyler was a senior in the
Special Education Department at a
local high school when Ms. Piper
Head and her husband met him.
Piper and her husband are retired
designers; both worked for Walt
Disney Imagineering for many
years. Piper noticed that Geoff was
an imaginative artist...very artistic.
The folks at school had been
focusing on his autism, rather than
this artistic talent. The Heads tried
to help Geoff get into the Savannah
College of Art and Design, but

that did not pan out. Then they
reached out to Armstrong State
University and Geoff was accepted
and is enjoying his first semester of
college. He is the first person in his
family to go to college. Autistic...
artistic... How we see people has
a lot to do with how we see what
their future can hold. We meet
people who are at the margin of
our community and invite people
to bring them closer to the middle
of our community. Question,
Challenge, Change...

Gretchen Perez knows what it takes
to raise a child. She has wisdom
that comes from doing a good job
with her own children. Citizen
advocacy coordinator George
Seaborough invited her to meet

a four year old youngster named
Luis who was being expelled from
the Head Start Program for being
disruptive. Gretchen invited a
friend who speaks Spanish to join
her and together they are building
a relationship with Luis and his
mother. Gretchen meets with a
variety of school staff, goes to
Luis' doctor and Speech Therapy

appointments, and acts as a liaison
to the school on behalf of Luis’
mother. She has also introduced
Luis and his mother to her family,
and introduced Luis to the school
library, which has opened up an
exciting new world to him. Though
there are tough roads ahead, the
"want to, can do" side of Luis has
begun to emerge, and the rebellious
"won't do, can't do” side of this
little boy is beginning to fade. We
meet people who are at the margin
of our community and invite people
to bring them closer to the middle
of our community. Question,
Challenge, Change...

Matt Toole, a native of Savannah
and successful teacher and sculptor
has been carving out a man-to-man
relationship with a 22 year old
young man named Mike. Mike has

lived in a 24/7 staffed home in the
past few years and on occasion, has
resided in the local jail for minor
infractions. We connected Matt
and Mike around what they had in
common. Both men are large with
large personalities. Both are artists.
Both like to make things. Both live
on the Eastside. Matt has been able
to bring Mike into his world of
making things, to a "maker space”
(it's the hip thing these days) that
he shares with other artists and
craftsmen. He invited Mike to his
wedding party and to art openings.
He's questioning, challenging,
changing what people see and feel
about Mike.

He's creating a little bridge, a
bridge that leads from the margins,
back toward the middle of our
community. Question, Challenge,
Change...

The beloved community is not

a utopia, but a place where the
barriers between people gradually
come down and where the citizens
make a constant effort to address
even the most difficult problems of
ordinary people. It is above all else
an idealistic community.

— The Rev. Jim Lawson



Tickets on sale at www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org

Help us keep the “social” in “social change" and mark your calendar for our

plews - B
an the B buff

Sunday, January 29 | 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Isle of Hope Marina | 50 W. Bluff Drive

OYSTERS, CHILI, HOT DOGS
BEER, WINE, MUSIC, SILENT AUCTION

For tickets, visit savannahcitizenadvocacy.org
or call 912-236-5798

PBenefitting

Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy

Visit www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org for additional information.

j;roddns moA uo

puadap pue SUW0d[am I\

I0P1€ VD ‘Jeuueaes

1g ssa18u0) ‘g /16

£5eD0ApY USZIID) YRUURARS-WUBYIRYD
03 Trewt £q 10
810°A>e20ApRUIZIIDYRUURARS

:JB SUIUO 3)eU0(J

oty lovie. AJBIOAPY
esgslo‘;'fs_n VIDY0ID 'HYNNVAYS ugz‘!l!:)
“DYO L1I0¥d-NON 1S SSFIONOD '3 LTS HyNNVAVS-WVYHLYHO






