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Building Relationships by George Seaborough

March in Savannah has come to an end. The fountain at
Forsyth Park was dyed green for St. Patrick’s Day, parade
floats were made, and we had our first big St. Patrick’s Day
Parade since Covid. New and old friends gathered around
parade routes to celebrate the bonds of family, traditions,
and friendships. While Savannah was geared up for one of
the biggest days of the year, there were still people wishing
they had the relationships to help them leave the nursing
or group home to participate in the festivities. Through the
lens of Citizen Advocacy, we have the ability to see how one-
to-one relationships can lead to participation in community
celebrations, membership, and overall protection.

We have also noticed a few simple truths: One being that
the world is crying out for more love. Every day we are
surrounded by more technology and loveless ideas, and
more and more, there is research on how our society is the
loneliest in history. This shift in societal design is reflected
in quick fixes to complex ideas and the overwhelming sense
of individualism. When it comes to people living with a
disability, society tends to look for quick fixes and loveless
ideas to solve a problem and not take a deeper dive into
building a relationship with a person.

For almost nine years of working at Citizen Advocacy, I have
noticed that good works have a purpose in our community.
With that said, the action of quick fixes does not allow for
the development of a relationship, and good relationships
add opportunity and a layer of protection for people...
especially for people who are isolated and devalued.
Through relationships, advocates and proteges become
committed to one another and develop loyalty to each other.
That commitment and loyalty can motivate them to move
forward together when things are hard, to commit to staying
connected to one another, and to celebrate the good things
in life.



“Some people think they are in community, but they are only in proximity.
True community requires commitment and openness. It is a willingness to
extend yourself to encounter and know the other.” —David Spangler.

A Few Stories from Advocates and Protégés Building Their Relationships

Commonality & Commitment
One of the things we encourage and honor in citizen
advocacy is the idea of long-lasting relationships.

Sean Brandon is the Director of Parking Services for
the City of Savannah and has been an advocate for 19
years. Sean is matched with Herman. Herman is big
on sports and likes to laugh and meet new people.
When Sean first met Herman, he helped him prepare
for job interviews and worked on prep questions.
Over the years, he has helped Herman think about
the best place to live and how to add more people
to his life.

Sean is thinking about how to make Herman’s life
and circle of friends bigger. The two guys have been
to trivia night at a couple of places, plan to look for
sports clubs Herman could join, and continue to
experience Savannah together. Sean has let Herman
know that he will help him go to new places, meet
new people, and continue to think about ways that
Herman can be connected and contribute to the
community in Savannah.

Art & Imagination

Elizabeth is a regional sales manager and has been
matched with Ashley for four months. Ashley likes to
paint, laugh, and is a big fan of hip-hop music. Ashley
also lives in a personal care home and attends a day
program five days a week. Elizabeth has noticed that
Ashley, as a 32-year-old young woman, is not being
offered the same experiences in life as other people
her age.

e

As Elizabeth has picked up on how much Ashley
enjoys art, she had the idea to set her up with a high-

end drawing kit - a much different take on Ashley’s
love of art than the day program worker who was
supplying her with coloring books designed for
kids. Elizabeth also realized that no one had ever
given Ashley a chance to use a paintbrush. She made
arrangements for the two of them to attend Painting
With A Twist so she could paint for the first time.
Ashley enjoyed the new experience of painting and
now proudly displays her painting in her room. The
women celebrated Christmas together, visited Zumba
classes, explored downtown Savannah, and created
art together.

Citizen advocates use their imaginations to help
people be seen in more dignified and enhancing
ways and to explore more than what a life of services
has to offer.

Mom-to-Mom

Advocate Gwen is a local real estate agent and is
also a mother of a 4-year-old. When Gwen first met
her protégé (Sam), Sam was pregnant. Gwen's goal
was to help Sam be the best mom possible. The two
women spent the year getting to know each other
and figuring out the best way to stay connected.
Recently Sam received an eviction notice and had to
go to court. Gwen made sure that she was with her
in the courtroom, helped her understand what was
going on, and worked with her to put the eviction
off as long as possible. Gwen also helped secure a
new apartment, get essential documents for Sam’s
baby, and get a new job. Gwen and Sam are still
building their relationship, and they are taking things
one day at a time while having real mom-to-mom
conversations.

Personal is Always More Powerful

Advocate Tammy Toler has known her protégé for less
than a year. They see each other frequently. When
she visits, she brings the things he needs - groceries,
things to read, and clothes. She brought him a
Christmas tree, presents, and food in December. Early
in the relationship, she pushed for things to get done
through “the system,” but she soon realized that the
system was not interested in moving quickly enough
for him. So, she makes sure that he has whatever he
needs. We continue the work of Citizen Advocacy
because we know that the consistency of a personal
relationship is a more powerful response than looking
to systems to get people what they need.



Welcoming Kathy

We would like to welcome Kathy Bohannon to Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy in
the role of Administrative Coordinator. Kathy has lived in Savannah for more than five
years and has worked in various administrative roles throughout her career.

“I am excited to be joining Chatham-Savannah Citizen
Advocacy and to be able to be a part of a long-standing and
needed grassroots organization. This is my dream job as |
know firsthand how important it is to help people who are
segregated and isolated be a part of the community.”

- Kathy

Oysters on the Bluff: The Best One Yet!!

By George Seaborough

Smiles, hot sauce, pork rinds, and oysters set the
scene at the Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy's
Oysters on the Bluff event on February 5. Several
people have called to say that this year's event was
the best oyster roast to date. There were plenty of
people, lots of oysters, hotdogs, chili, chicken fingers,
sweets, and of course, beer and wine.

As I zig-zagged from the oyster-sucking table to the
pavilion, I saw advocates, protégé, donors, elected
officials, friends of the organization, and families
enjoying themselves. The event gave us a glimpse of
the phrase “everyone at the table.” I believe one of
the reasons people may have felt that this was a great
event is because there were former board members
and advocates, new advocates and protégés, new and
long-term volunteers, lots of children, and former
and current staff of Citizen Advocacy present. Forty-
five years of the community together in one place.

For 45 years, everyday citizens have been saying yes
to the idea of Citizen Advocacy. Yes to the idea of
being an advocate, a board member, a donor, a name-
giver, and an ally to ensure that Citizen Advocacy
remains strong in Chatham County. Throughout the
years, advocates and protégés have demonstrated to
the Savannah community that we all belong together
and make Savannah a fantastic place.



We Would Like to Give a BIG THANK YOU to:
Wi/

Our Board:

Brittany Curry, Robert Douberly, Clay Mobley, Scott Cleaveland, Justin Jones, Fredrick Scott-Fields, Daslin Garcon,
Tawana Garrett, Caroline Gregory, Avi Heyman, Mike Holland, LeAndrea Mikell, Kirsten Parent, Stephen Plunk,
Tania Sammons, and Chris Steiner.

Volunteers:

Michael Robinson, Brian Hussey, Will Robinson, Allie Robinson, Michelle Douberly, Megan Hughes, Warren Arbery,
Jack Rowe, Deanna Doss, Ben Pellegrin, Ben Hanovich, Jeni Brady, Langston Jones, Eliza Jones, Casey Mullins Steere,
Erv Tate, Billy Robinson, Chuck Bohannon, Christine Herman.

This Year’s Sponsors:

Alan Kinney - Bezilla Kinney, Barnes Restaurant, Benjamin Goldberg - JIT Logistics, Cristine Tindall - M Cafe,
Chatham Steel, Choate Construction, David Lock, Donald Hune - Power Lift, FPC of Savannah - Mort Schor, Gerald's
Pig & Shrimp, Huey’s on the River, Amy &amp:; Lee Hughes - Hughes Public Affairs, Jessica Kelly - Engel & Volkers, JG
Beacham Electric Company, JK Productions, John Erickson, Jon & Kemberly Pannell, Justine Jones Law, Lighthouse
Financial Group, Mario Hilliard - Cadence Bank, Mark Clayton DDS - Coastal Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, The
Messinger Family, Midtown Sports Grill, Michael Dobbs, Moon River Brewing, Nothing Bundt Cakes, Billy Robinson
- Port City Logistics, Quentin L. Marlin - Ellis Painter Ratterree & Adams, Raymond James, River Street Sweets, Royal
Restrooms, Carroll Construction, Savannah Bee, Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity Inc, The Tau Beta Sigma and Gamma
Zeta chapter's, Sterling Seacrest Partners, Simon'’s Political Group, Symbioscity, Team Callahan at Keller Williams
Realty, The 5 Spot - The Gaslight Group, The Georgia Ports Authority, The Mary Smith Team - Keller Williams Realty
Partners, Toole Sculpture Works, Mahany Construction Company, Workmen's Circle Credit Union, State Farm:
Holland Agency, Isle of Hope Marina, Wells Fargo Bezilla Kinney Phifer Wealth Management Group

Silent Auction Items Donated by: Savannah Repertory Theatre, Two Tides, The Crab Shack, Vic’s River Grill, Maria
Bailey, Starwood, by Ariana, Zunzis, Barnes Restaurant, Kristin Mulzer, Ruth Chris, and Green Truck Pub.







Thank you so much to these donors who donated from
July 1, 2022, to March 10, 2023
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Alan Kinney
Alex Raskin Antiques
Altomese Brown

Amy Haywood
Hughes

Angie Johnson
Ann Donaldson
Ann Woolner
Annette Youmans
Anthony Abbott
April Brooks
Arthur Gignilliat Jr
Ashley & Rob O’Brien
Barbara Cogdell
Barbara Fischer
Berlon Laww LLC

Bernard Williams &
Co

Beverly Seaborough
Billy Robinson
BJ Lowenthal

Blessed Sacrament
Catholic Church

Brennan Lowenthal
Bret Bell

Brian Markowitz
Bruce & Karen Cohen
C. Walker Beeson MD

Cadence Bank

Cafe M

Carol Estes

Carol Leffek
Caroline Gregory
Carolyn A Tucker

Carolyn Bardwell
Wheeler

Cathy Schmitz

Charities Aid
Foundation

Charles Schwab

Chatham Steel
Corporation

Cheryl Russell

Choate Construction
Co

Christ Church
Clinton Edminster

Colonial Oil
Foundation

Corbin Parker

Craig & Angela
Thomas

Curtis Lewis III

Cynthia Mullally &
Matt Toole

Daniel H Bradley
Daniel Niewoehner
David Lock

David Nichols

David Simons

David Young

Dedra Hughes
Deepika Paul
Denise Grabowski
Don & Cindy Waters
Donald Hune
Donald Melroy
Donna Mobley
Edward Derst III
Edward Mizelle

Eileen & Bob
Matyjasik

Eloise Wardell

Emerging Leaders
Committee

FPC of Savannah
Frances Curry
Frank & Cynthia King

Georgia Advocacy
Office

Grayson Lowenthal
Harry W Brown Jr
Huey's on the River
Ira Berman

Irwin Steiff

Isle of Hope
Methodist Church

Jack & Renate Pealer
Jack Wardlaw III

Jackie Immel

Names continued on next page...

James Heidt
Jamie & Kendall
McCurry

Jamie Knight
Janet Stone
Jason Williams
JDL Investments
Jeff Kole

Jessica Kelly

Jim Fallon

JIT Logistics

Joe & Carol Herb
Joe Roberts
John Bremer
John D Sullivan
John Leintz
John McKnight
John N Harty
John Neely

Jon & Kimberly
Pannell

Joseph Gannam
Joseph Powers
Julia Holliday
Julia Wade
Julius Davidson
Justin Jones
Karen Stewart

Karl Schuler
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Kathy & Chuck
Bohannon

Katie McSwain
Messinger

Ken & Deanna Rhimes
Kevin & Patricia Fox
Kim Abbott

Kingdom Life
Christian Fellowship

Kirsten Parent

Kristen Russell & Brad
Baugh

Lawrence A Brody
LeAndrea Mikell
Leigh Rich

Leon Slotin

Lester Johnson III
Letha Kelly

Linda & Rich Wittish
Linda Young
Louisa Abbot
Lucille Collins
Marc Friday
Margaret D Minis
Margie Livingston
Mark Clayton

Mary Ellen Sprague
Mary Smith

Mary Watson
McAlister

Mechelle & Josh
Beacham

Melvin Haysman

Michael & Helen
White

Michael Drabek
Michael Bousquet
Michael L Karpf
Michael Dobbs
Michelle Buhr

Michelle & Kevin
Heyman

Midtown Sports Grill
Mike Holland

Mindy Motlagh
Moira & Ken Mumma
Moya Campbell

Nate Roy

North Quabbin
Citizen Advocacy

Pam Rhodes Allen
Pat Lyons

Patricia McLeod
Paul Collins

Philip Solomons Jr.
Piper Head

Port City Logistics
Preston Hodges
Quentin L Marlin

Rachael Goldsmith

Randall Reese
Raymond James
Rexanna Keller Lester

Richard & Maureen
Simmons

Richard H Burke
Richard Lutz

Ronnie Barnhill
Rosemary Frame

Roy Smithberg
Carroll Construction
Samuel G McCachern
Sara M Laidlaw

Savannah Bee
Company

Savannah Community
Foundation

Scott Cleaveland
Shawn Kachmar
Sissy Schram Levy
Soap on a Rope

St Peter’s Episcopal
Church

Stephen Green
Stephen Harris
Stephen J. Stephens Jr
Steve Dantin

Tania Sammons

Tarasha Jones

Team Callahan at
Keller Williams

Terry Reynolds Ball

The Georgia Ports
Authority

The Godchaux Family
Fund

The Guerry Beam
Fund

The Levy Family
Foundation

Timothy Arnold
Timothy H. Ward
Toby Hollenberg
Tom Beytagh
Tom Bordeaux Jr.
Tom Kohler
Trapper Griffith

Tuesday Business
Women'’s Club

Vic’s River Grill Family
Vincent Ferraro
Wanda Andrews

WC Powers

Wesley Phillips

Wheaton Street
Investors

William Tumlin III

Workmen's Circle
Credit Union

Zerik Samples



Save the Date
Help us keep the “social” in “social change” and mark your calendar for our Annual Covered Dish Supper & Celebration.

Tuesday, May 4 « 5:30-8:00 p.m. « The Savannah Station, 601 Cohen Street

Appetizers, music, beer, and wine will be served on the patio from 5:30-6:00 p.m. From 6:30-8:00,
experience the biggest and best covered dish supper and program in Chatham County.

Bring a big covered dish to share or $5 at the door —
(but a big covered dish is the way to go!)

CHATHAM - SAVANNAH
CITIZEN APVOCACY

ANNIVERSARY

Please save the date and DON'T FORGET TO COOK BIG!!!I

Monthly & Quarterly Donors

April Brooks Isle of Hope Leigh Rich Richard & Maureen
Ashley & Rob O'Brien Methodist Church Linda & Rich Wittish Simmons
Barbara Cogdell Joseph Powers Mary Ellen & Larry Sara M. Laidlaw
Billy & Teri Robinson Kathy & Preston Sprague The Georgia Advocacy
Caroline Gregory Hodges Mindy & Hossein Office
David Nichol Kevin & Deanne Motlagh Piper Head

Ve TIenon Rimes Quentin L Marlin The Hon. Louisa

Frances Curry Kirsten Parent Abbott
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