
Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy
A: 517 East Congress Street, Savannah, Georgia 31401
T: (912) 236-5798 W: www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org

Savannahians helping Savannahians
for more than 45 years...

THE CITIZEN ADVOCATE

Chatham-Savannah Citizen 
Advocacy is a 46-year-old 
community-based non-profit 
organization that recruits, 
matches and offers support 
to over 100 local citizens in 
voluntary citizen advocacy 
relationships.

Message from George:
The 3 I’s of Meaningful Membership:

For almost 10 years, I have connected people who would not have 
had the opportunity to meet on their own. One person would have 
an intellectual or developmental disability, and the other person 
would come from the center of our community. One person would 
be called the protege, and the other would be called the advocate. 
For years, advocates and proteges have shared learned wisdom from 
their relationships. They have thought about ways to help develop 
Meaningful Membership for their protégé.

If you Google the term Meaningful Membership, there will be links 
and articles that share the benefits of people having membership 
in their communities, moreover, how much more powerful 
membership is when it is meaningful. Often, within our community, 
people with disability labels are placed with other people with 
disabilities. When they seek membership in non- “special” programs 
(or programs only for people with disabilities), they are either turned 
away, treated like children, or used as token members. 

Advocates know that when their protege is valued as a member, it 
enhances the organization, helps build competencies for all involved, 
and helps Chatham County become the definition of “community.” 
Advocates have used their one-to-one relationships to help their 
proteges seek out Meaningful Membership. Here are a few learning 
points they have shared with me.

Introducer: Advocates have chosen to be the introducer for their 
protege. One advocate helped introduce her protege to his neighbors. 
She took notice of some of the items on the neighbors’ porches such 
as plants, door decorations, etc. She used what she saw to start a 
conversation, and then she introduced her protege. After a while, the 
protege and neighbor started conversing without the advocate.
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Another advocate identified who was the longest-living neighbor in the neighborhood. This neighbor had 
community value and was considered the wise woman on the block. She introduced herself and later 
introduced her protege. The block-wise woman and the protege started sitting on the porch together and 
conversing regularly.

In the first situation, the advocate used the power of introduction to help her protege be seen as someone 
with common interests as his neighbor. Because of that, the protege was viewed as a neighbor and could 
explore shared interests with his neighbors.

In the second example, the advocate identified one of the most valued neighbors on the block and 
introduced her protege to that neighbor. The protege was able to share her neighbor’s community capital, 
resulting in a higher standing in her community. 

In both situations, the advocates used the power of introduction to help their proteges develop 
meaningful membership in their neighborhood. 

Inviter: In both situations, the advocates used the power of introduction to help their proteges develop 
meaningful membership in their neighborhood. Inviter: Advocates have also taken on the inviter role to 
help their proteges develop meaningful membership. First, advocates get to know the interests and likes of 
their protege and then look within their circles (work friends, church, civic clubs, family, etc.) to decide who 
to invite to meet their protege. Advocates who have chosen this role make sure the protege and the person 
they are inviting have a shared like or commonality. And often, this commonality was tied to membership. 
For example, both people like sports and the inviter is a member of a sports club. Next, when the advocate 
shares the invitation, they lead with information about the gifts of their protege. Lastly, the advocate makes 
sure that the first time the two people meet, they are in a place that is comfortable for their protege.

Through the power of invitation, advocates have used their circles, connections, and the gifts of the 
protege to possibly open doors of meaningful membership.

Identifier: Advocates have chosen to get to know their protege well, identify their interests, and identify 
places, associations, and groups that align with the protege’s interests. 

Places are often identified close to the protege’s home, where people tend to find meaningful communal 
membership. Some places have been barbershops or beauty salons, community coffee shops and 
restaurants, and parks where people tend to meet and connect.

Associations are typical membership organizations. The advocate starts with the question: “What is 
everyone else my protege’s age doing to build membership?” That question can lead the advocate to 
associations. For example, if the protege is between 25 and 39, the advocate may help the protege find 
membership in the Jaycees (a club for young professionals). If the protege is interested in gardening, the 
advocate may help the protege become a member of the local gardening club. 

Groups are informal membership organizations. In the search for groups, advocates start with a similar 
question: “What is everyone else who shares the same interest as my protege doing to build membership?” 
If the protege enjoys poetry, where are the spoken word groups? The biggest difference between groups and 
associations is that groups do not have a formal membership process. 

After the advocate uses the power of identification, they often become an introducer to help facilitate the 
membership process.

In the roles of Identifier, Inviter, and Introducer, advocates have shared wisdom that we all could use to 
start building meaningful relationships in Chatham County. 

“What really matters from the point of view of social capital and civic 
engagement is not merely nominal membership, but active and involved 
membership.” - Robert D. Putnam 



A Few Stories
Advocate Linda Wittish first said yes to getting to know Charlene in 1980. Within 44 years, Linda saw Charlene get 
married and move from place to place. The two women supported each other through the loss of loved ones, few 
health scares, and celebrated birthdays and grandchildren together. 

Recently, Linda noted that Charlene has been her friend longer than anyone else. 

Advocate Fred Scott-Fields and Mr. Harmon have known each other for nine years. Fred says that he sees himself as 
Mr. Harmon’s good nephew. The two guys have been fishing together and have always enjoyed spending time with 
one another. Mr. Harmon has met Fred’s frat brothers, and Fred has had conversations with Mr. Harmon’s family. As 
Mr. Harmon approaches his mid-70s, Fred notices that his memory is not what it used to be and is figuring out how 
to support him best. He met with Mr. Harmon’s new group home staff and helped them become aware of some of the 
things that Mr. Harmon likes and dislikes. He recognizes that Mr. Harmon is moving at a slower pace and is putting 
thought into the next stage of Mr. Harmon’s life. 

Fred is letting Mr. Harmon know that no matter what comes next, he is willing to be an ally and someone 
who will continue to stand with him through the good and bad times. 

Advocate Erika Morrow and Ginger have known each other for 10 months. The two women have gone 
to the movies together, eaten pizza, hung out with cool pilots, celebrated Christmas, and Thanksgiving 
together, and visited parks and fun places throughout town; Ginger has met Erika’s husband, and Erika has 
met Ginger’s family. Erika’s connection to Ginger has helped her explore new parts of town and she has had 
the joy of connecting Ginger to people within her personal circle.

The two women have shown that the way to build a relationship is to find shared interests, celebrate 
together, and get to know each other’s family. They have found the beauty in spending time together vs. 
doing an activity. 

Advocate Wanda Jackson and Penny first met five months ago. The two women often discuss their favorite 
recipes, songs, and dance moves. Wanda recently has been helping Penny navigate through mold issues at 
her apartment complex. Wanda is also concerned about Penny’s health and any connection to mold. 

Wanda and Penny’s relationship is new, but the two women have found commonality in their lives and are 
working on shared concerns.



We are pleased to welcome Rob Douberly to his new role as Associate Coordinator with 
Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy. 

Robert (Rob) Douberly Jr. is a Chatham/Savannah native. He is a craftsman by trade and 
has worked at Thunderbolt Marine Inc. He was first introduced to Chatham-Savannah 
Citizen Advocacy in 2014. He has been an advocate for ten years and was on the Board 
of Directors for three years.

A few words from Rob:

“In my professional and volunteer roles, I’ve taken great pride in my work, the people 
I do it for, the friendships I have built, and the joy of helping, learning, and teaching 
others.

The key factor that attracts me to the role of Associate Coordinator is the values and 
principles of Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy. The organization is focused on 
building a one-to-one relationship between people who do not ordinarily get to meet, 

and those relationships have given me a glimpse of true community in Chatham County.”

-Rob Douberly 

We are growing!!!



The day was windy, the temperature was below 50 degrees, but there were a lot of oysters. As 2:30 PM approached 
on Sunday, Feb. 4, the clouds slightly blocked out the sun, as volunteers designed engineering feats to keep the 
oyster tents from blowing away. The crowd of energetic and enthusiastic oyster eaters began to form a line to start 
the 2024 Oysters on the Bluff event, our annual fantastic oyster roast. That Sunday, we shared laughs, danced in 
the rain, and ate chili and hotdogs. It was also the first time we had oyster clusters from Sapelo Island. The oysters 
were cooked just right, and the flavor was amazing. 

Thank you to the Chatham-Savannah community for helping us have a successful event and continuing to support 
Citizen Advocacy

Oysters on the Bluff 2024

We Want to Give a BIG THANK YOU to:

Title Sponsors: JIT Warehousing & Logistics, Queensboro National Bank, The Georgia Ports Authority, TPG 
Isle of Hope Marina

Board Members: Brittany Curry, Caroline Gregory, Clay Mobley, Chris Stiner, Frederick Scott-Fields, Julia 
Grabowski, Justin Jones, Kirsten Parent, LeAndrea Mikell, Mike Holland, Suzanne Kirk, Stephen Plunk, 
Tania Sammons, Tawana Garrett

Volunteers: Connie Reynolds, Stephanie Cherry, Amanda Knighten, Chuck Bohannon, Tau Beta Sigma 
Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma and Gamma Zeta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. Karen & Megan Hughes, 
Carol Vomacka, Patricia Perry, Caroline Boykin, The Jones Family

 

Sponsors: Bezilla Kinney Phifer, BowTie Barbeque Company, Brian & Francine Stenz, Cafe M, Cadence 
Bank, Carroll Construction, Charles Perry Partners Inc, Christopher Middleton, CL Gayhart, Coastal Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery, Coleman & Company, David Lock, Ellis, Raintree and Painter, Flashbacks, David 
Lock, Engel & Volkers, Foresight Unique Eye Care & Eyeware, FPC of Savannah, Gerald Schantz, Howard 
Family Dental, Huey’s on the River, Hughes Public Affairs, Hunter Maclean, Inky Brittany, JK Productions, 
Jon & Kimberly Pannell, Justin & Amy Jones, LJG Events, Lift Power, Lacas, LLC, Lighthouse Financial Group, 
Mahaney Construction, Moon River Brewing, One Step Automotive Group, Pat & Howard Hackney, Pineland 
Paper, Port City Logistics, Queensboro Bank, River Street Sweets, River Supply, Royal Restrooms, Simons 
Political Group, State Farm Holland Agency, Sterling Seacrest Pritchard, Strategies, Symbioscity, Tau Beta 
Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma and Gamma Zeta Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Tammy Toler,  Team 
Callahan at Keller Williams Realty, The Gaslight Group, Georgia Port Authority, The Mary Smith Team - 
Keller Williams, The Oaks, Toole Sculpture Works, Vic’s River Grill, Workmen’s Circle Credit Union, Zachary 
Thomas Law 

Silent Auction Items Donated By: Betty Bombers, Black Rabbit, Maria Bissacco-Bailey, John Havens, Matt 
Toole, Tawana Garrett, Scott Stanton, Savannah Country Club, Nail Envy, Caldron Castle, Smithereens, 
Green Truck Pub, Yia Yia’s, Vic’s on the River, Savannah Repertory Theatre



Thanks so much for these donors who have donated this year so far: July 2023–March 2024
Alan & Rhonda Kinney, 

Kathy & Preston Hodges

Dr. Altomese Brown

Katrina Bostick

Amy & Lee Hughes

Ken & Deanne Rimes

Angel & John Gray

Kevin Smith

Angela Beasley

Kim Traub Ribbens

Angie &  Paul Johnson

Kingdom Life Christian Fellowship

Anna Wasden

Kirsten Parent

Annette & Mickey Youman

Kristin Mulzer

Anthony Abbott

Lacas, LLC

April Brooks

Laurie Abbott

Arnold C. Young

Lawrence A. Brody

Artie Pinckney

Leigh Rich

Ashley & Rob O’Brien

Letha and Kevin Kelly

Barbara & Don Cogdell

Lift Power

Berlon Law LLC

Lighthouse Financial Group

Bernard Williams & Company LLC

Linda & Rich Wittish

Beth Ronning

Hon. Louisa Abbot

Bezilla Kinney Phifer

M.J. Hogan & Company

Bill & Patsy Robinson

Madeline Bialecki

BJ &  Julie Lowenthal

Mahany Construction Co.

Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church

Marc Friday

Bonitz of Georgia

Marcelle Cherau

BowTie Barbecue Company

Margaret& Robert Minis

Brennan Lowenthal

Margie Livingston

Bret Bell

Maria Bailey

Brian & Francine Stenz

Mark & Jackie Immel

Brian & Amy Markowitz

Mark Osbourne

Brian Hussey

Mary Ellen & Larry Sprague

Bridie Smith

Mary Ellen & Tom Beytagh

Brighter Day

Mary Lawrence Kennickell

Brittany Curry

Mary Smith

Bruce & Karen Cohen

Matt Toole & Cynthia Mullally

C. Walker Beeson M.D.

Melinda & Hossein Motlagh

Café M

Dr. Melvin Haysman

Cadence Bank

Rev. Michael & Helen White

Carol Estes

Michael & Tiffany Drabek

Caroline Gregory

Michael Dayoub

Carolyn A. Tucker

Hon. Michael L. Karpf

Carolyn Bardwell Wheeler

Michael M. Dobbs Insurance

Carroll Construction

Mickey & Annette Youmans

Charles H. Moore

Mike& Ashley English

Cheryl Searles

Mike Holland

Chris Middleton

Moon River Brewing

Christ Church

Nate & Theresa Roy

City of Savannah

Neel Foster 

CL Gayhart

Pam Rhoads Allen & Steve Allen

Coastal Oral & Maxillofacial 
Surgery

Pat Farrell

Coastal State Bank Community 
Commitment

Pat & Howard Hackney

Coleman & Company

Patricia Kabela

Colonial Oil Foundation, Inc.

Patricia McLeod

Corbin Parker

Patrick & Patti Lyons

CPPI of Georgia

Paul Reddick

Cristine Tindall

Pineline Paper

Daniel H. Bradley

Piper Head

David & Linda Phillips

Port City Logistics

David Lock

Queensborough National Bank & 
Trust Company

David Tootle

Quentin L. Marlin

Deborah Bowen

Rachel Goldsmith

Deborah Hanzel

Randall Reese

Denise Grabowski

Renee Huskey

Dicky Stone

Rexanna Keller Lester

Don and Cindy Waters

Richard & Maureen Simmons

Don Smith

Richard H. Burke

Donald Hune

Richard Lutz

Donald Melroy

River Street Sweets

Edward J. Derst III

River Supply Inc

Edward Mizelle

Robert & Ashley O’Brien

Elizabeth & William Hodges

Robert F Brown

Elizabeth Mount

Robert Mingledorff Jr.

Ellis & Painter, 

Roy Smithberg

Ellie Love Covington

Royal Restrooms

Emerging Leaders Committee- 
Savannah Community Foundation

Sally & Steve Greenberg

Engel & Volkers

Sally Karpf Krissman

Eric Howell

Sam & Robyn Carroll

Eva Curry

Samuel G. McCachern

Flora Emerson

Sara M. Laidlaw

Forsight Unique Eye Care & Eye

Savannah Community Foundation

FPC of Savannah

Scott Cleaveland

Frances Curry

Shari Miltiades

Frank & Cynthia King

Simons Political Group

Gamma Zeta Chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity

Sissy Schram Levy

Georgia Advocacy Office

Soap on a Rope

Gerald Schantz

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

Gordon K. Matthews

State Farm Holland Agency

Grayson Lowenthal

Step One Automotive Group

Gulfstream Aerospace

Stephen Green/Properties

Henry Minis

Stephen J. Stephens Jr.

Howard Family Dental

Stephen Plunk

Hoyt Powell

Sterling Seacrest Pritchard

Huey’s on the River

StoneWood Insurance Company

Inky Brittany

Sue Solomon



Ira Berman

Suzanne Kirk: Employee 
Development Strategies

Irwin & Pepi Streiff

Symbioscity Strategies

J C Lewis Foundation, Inc

Sylvester Brown

J. Pearce W. Reeve

Tammy Toler

Jack & Renate Pealer

Tau Beta Sigma Chapter of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity

Jack Yates

Team Callahan at Keller Williams 
Realty

James Lindley

Terry Reynolds Ball

Jamie Smith Arkins

The Chatham Foundation

Janet Bradley

The Coleman Company

Dr. Janet Stone

The Georgia Ports Authority

Jason Williams

The Godchaux Family Fund

JDL Investments LLC

The Human Fund

Jeff & LeeAnn Kole

The Levy Family Foundation

Jennifer Smith

The Louisa Porter Aid Society 
Fund

JK Productions

The Mary Smith Team - Keller 
Williams

Jerry Greene

The Oaks

JIT Warehousing & Logistics

The Sentient Bean

Joa & Jessica Kelly

Thomas & Gwen McKee

John & Mary Ellen Sullivan

Thomas S. Gray Jr.

John & Patricia Bishop

Timothy H. Ward

John & Sherri Spellman

Tom & Nelle Bordeaux

John Farrell

Tom J. Hussey

John Paul Berlon

Tom Kohler

Jon B. Pannell

Toole Sculpture Works

Joseph Gannam and Melanie Marks

TPG Isle of Hope Marina

Juanita Tucker

Vic’s on the River

Judith Dinehart

Vic’s River Grill Family

Julie Wade

Wade Wilkes Herring II

Julie Weddle

Wanda Andrews

Julius Davidson

Wesley Phillips

Justin  & Amy Jones

Mr. & Mrs. Wilbur D. Owens III

Karen & Don Stewart

William N. Tumlin III

Karl Schuler

Workmen’s Circle Credit Union

Kathy & Chuck Bohannon

Zachary H Thomas
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517 E. CONGRESS ST
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
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Donate online at:
savannahcitizenadvocacy.org
or by mail to
Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy
517 E. Congress St.
Savannah, GA 31401
We welcome and depend
on your support!
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MONTHLY AND QUARTERLY DONORS
Thanks so much to these Sustaining Donors who give monthly or quarterly.  
Please let us know if you would like to become a monthly or quarterly donor.

April Brooks 

Rob & Ashley O’Brien 

Don & Barbara Cogdell 

Brighter Day 

Whole Foods 

Caroline Gregory 

Don Smith 

Katrina Bostick 

Ken & Deanne Rimes 

Kirsten Parent 

Leigh Rich 

Hon. Louis Abbot 

Mary Ellen & Larry Sprague 

Mindy & Hoss Motlagh 

Piper Head 

Quentin L. Marlin 

Rachel Goldsmith 

Richard & Maureen Simmons 

Sara M Laidlaw  

Kathy & Preston Hodges

Eva Curry

The Sentient Bean

Mr. & Mrs. William Tumlin III

Linda & Rich Wittish

The Georgia Advocacy Office

Billy & Terri Robinson

Frances Curry

If you have not renewed your support for this year or if you would like to make a first-time donation, you can 
do so securely online at www.savannahcitizenadvocacy.org or by mailing a check to  
Chatham-Savannah Citizen Advocacy, 517 E. Congress St., Savannah, GA 31401.


